
Toft Parish Council
Minutes of 662nd meeting of Toft Parish Council at 7pm on Monday 8th August 2011 in The People’s Hall, Toft

Present:  Cllr Pat Gouldstone, Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten,    Cllr Rebecca Howling, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman.   Four members of the public.

In attendance:   Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).         

	No.
	Agenda

	
	In the absence of Cllr Paul Hercus (Toft PC Chairman) the Council elected      Cllr Pat Gouldstone to chair the meeting.



	11/105


	Apologies  –     Cllr Hercus on holiday, & Cllr Fiona Weldon (Cambs CC).               



	11/106
	Welcome – Cllr Gouldstone welcomed everyone to the meeting.



	11/107
	Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

Cllr McCarten declared an interest in Item 114/2 – Toft’s allotments. 



	11/108   
	Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest

·  Cllr  Weldon’s report (circulated prior to the meeting) raised local transport issues.  There would be no more cuts to bus services until the judicial review was finalised.  The Friends of Comberton Library were working hard to retain this valuable service, and still needed help from volunteers.  Offers by Parish Councils to contribute financially to the library would be gratefully received.
· Members of the public raised issues about overgrown hedges in School Lane, and opposite the entrance to Brookside.  Combine harvesters were currently causing problems on the roads.  Double yellow lines outside the Chinese restaurant were also raised because of local traffic congestion.

· Dr Horne spoke in support of his planning application (Item 112/2a) explaining its history, and how it related to his adjacent building plot.  

· Lawrence Green (SCDC) gave a presentation on Emergency Planning explaining that a local plan would consider risk assessment and communication.  Risks could include major road accidents, flooding, and heavy snowfall that temporarily cut off the village from the outside world and assistance from the emergency services.  A generic plan based on SCDC’s template would cover most eventualities.  Councillors thanked Mr Green for his talk, and Cllr Yeadon & the Clerk agreed to work together to produce an initial draft of an emergency plan for Toft for consideration by the Council. 

                 Action:  Cllr Yeadon & Clerk



	 11/109
	Previous meetings  

The Council approved the minutes of 4th July 2011, and these were signed by Cllr Pat Gouldstone.

Matters arising
11/84  P3 Footpaths grants

Cambs CC - advice that a £600 grant may be made – to be confirmed.
11/84  VAT claim for 2010/11

Partially completed.

11/85  30mph stickers for bins for use on High Street and Comberton Road

120 ordered from SCDC.  Four households have volunteered to use stickers to date.

11/85  Grant to Friendship Club

A programme of activities has been produced.  To further discuss in September.

11/85  Replacement seat

St Andrew’s Church will advise on position of the seat.  To further discuss in September.



	11/110
	Consideration of correspondence 

SCDC query regarding Toft PC’s interest in grounds maintenance of SCDC land In Toft.  Monies will be made available if sufficient interest is shown across the district.

This related to the sheltered housing  opposite the People’s Hall at the top of School Lane.  The Council resolved not to pursue this matter with SCDC.

East Anglian Region Tree Warden Forum meeting of 8th October 2011 at Sawston Village College.

The Clerk volunteered to attend and make a report to Councillors.  

Invitation by Philip Kratz on behalf of Robert Arnold to visit Bennell Farm to 

outline his scheme to provide housing, car park, & open space.

Discussed at Item 11/112.

Preparation for the coming winter season. Cambs CC letter wishing to 

build on support from local councils.

Cllr Betson volunteered to undertake Cambridgeshire CC’s winter season training.                         Action:  Clerk



	11/111
	Finance

i)     Resolved to approve the following payments:   

Cheque
Payment details
 

Detail
£ gross
£net
£vat
1790
Buchan Landscapes and Grounds Maintenance
4th invoice*
Grass cutting of verges, village green & recreation ground in June.
400.80
334.00
66.80
1791
Clerk
Net salary
289.55
289.55

-
1792
HMRC
PAYE –Clerk
72.40
72.40
-
1793
Clerk’s expenses  
£66.10
Mobile phone  
Travel costs to Daventry - SLCC EM conference. 
Stamps
11.38
 
50.40
 4.32
9.49
 
50.40
4.32
1.89
 
-
 
-
1794
Acer Contractors
1st cut & roll of reseeded area on playground.
80.00
80.00
-
1795
Toft People’s Hall
Hire in June 2011

10.00

10.00
-
1796
CPALC
Cllr training
140.00
140.00
-
1797
Cllr McCarten
Training travel expenses

40.80

40.80
-
 

Total
 

 

1,099.65
1,030.96
68.69
ii) To receive bank reconciliation, and balance sheet of 22nd July 2011

      Received.  The current account balance at 22nd July was £4,564.38.

iii) To consider quotation for village works by Out & About

Resolved to accept the quotation at Appendix A apart from number 9 on the itemised list as it seemed unlikely that the old stable building would not come within the boundary of the land to be donated to the community.



	11/112


	Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Decision items:
a) Road safety including a 40mph limit on the approaches to the village, and a 20mph limit for School Lane?                                          

Cllr Yeadon said that concerns about speeding traffic were identified as the highest priority for action within the parish plan.  Reducing the speed limit to 40mph at the entrances to the village from Bourne and Comberton at a cost of £2,500 may help reduce traffic speed.  He  undertook to produce a paper listing possible options, and their pros & cons for initial consideration by the Council in September followed by consultation with residents.                                    Action:  Cllr Yeadon

b)  Robert Arnold’s invitation to visit Bennell Farm.    

 Resolved to accept.  6.30pm on Thursday 8th September proposed. 

                                                                               Action:  Clerk

 c)    SCDC footway lights – The Council considered maintenance options1 and 2 (detailed below).

Option 1 - a full maintenance service at £20.05/lamp - in line with the PFI  standard; and         Option 2 - a lesser maintenance standard at £18.98/lamp - in line with a quality assurance scheme.

Resolved to approve Option 1 at an annual charge of £561.40 for Toft’s 28 lamps as this included a lamp change every three years; a 3 yearly visual inspection of the structure; and a 6 yearly electrical test.        Action:  Clerk

d)      Whether to apply to the QE2 Fields Challenge to protect the community orchard  (subject to transfer of ownership)

Resolved to apply for the QEII Challenge following advice from the Clerk that this would not only protect the land for the community in perpetuity but also significantly improve the chances of gaining grant payments to prepare, and maintain the land.                                                                                              

                                                                                          Action:  Clerk     

e)        Christmas party for young children 

Cllr Howling proposed this should be a parish council event between 2 and 4pm in December.  It was agreed she would check when the People’s Hall was available, and discuss with the Entertainments Committee.   Further details would be available in September after she had set up a working group to help run the party, and contacted a children’s  entertainer.         Action:  Cllr Howling                                                                 
2.   Consideration of:

(a) Current planning application including 72 West Street, Toft S/1415/11
                         Approved.  No comments.                        
(b)  Planning application for Old Farm, Comberton Road S/0847/11. 
                Approved.  No comments.                        Action:  Clerk
(c) Current tree works applications by St Andrew’s Church; and Meadow Care Home. Comberton Road.

.                  Approved.  No comments.                        Action:  Clerk
(d) Double yellow lines outside Bennell Farm.

· Resolved to formally approve of this proposal in response to Highways  (CCC) consultation.                                                       Action:  Clerk


	11/113  
	  To receive reports and consider any issues arising: 

i)     Latest on Parish Plan?

          Cllr Gouldstone said Martin Sebborn had arranged for a colleague to 

          progess outstanding work to finalise the plan as soon as possible.        

ii) Latest update on proposed community orchard.

         The Clerk reported that the planning application should shortly be 

         approved by SCDC.  Wildlife management issues, including need for a 

         second pond for the great crested newt, were still outstanding. 



	11/114
	   Matters raised by Members

        i)   Cllr Dolman said Comberton surgery was not sending prescriptions to the shop for local collection in the village whereas the surgery at Bourne did provide this service.     Action:  Clerk to ask whether this was possible.

        ii)    Cllrs Doman & McCarten raised concerns about Toft’s allotments.  These included a broken post at the entrance to the allotments, the missing padlock, and the dumping of large amounts of materials on the allotments. 

Cllr Dolman said she would arrange a meeting with allotment holders. 

                                         Action:  Cllr Dolman


The meeting ended at 9.40pm.

Robert Stone

  

Clerk to the Parish Council
Appendix A

Clive Blower - Estimates for work for Toft PC. July 2011

Please note that all time and money values in this document are my best estimate of the work required / cost expected.  It also assumes that, for jobs which require painting, that there will be other work to do on the same day to allow for drying times.

Playground

1/ Remove wobbly bench

Waste will be removed from site (firewood).

½ hour = £7.50

2/ Remove tangled fence from bottom right of field behind shed

Tangled netting and posts to be removed. Waste will be removed from site.

½ hour = £7.50

3/ Tighten blue handholds on springy ladybird

It is not clear without taking this apart as to whether the handholds are designed to be rotatable. I will take it apart, and if they are just loose, I will tighten them. If there is a mechanism to allow them to rotate, then the inspector will simply need to be informed.

½ hour = £7.50

4/ 2 missing panels on fence of play equipment

It will be necessary due to the construction of this equipment to lift the top bar to allow the dowel rods to be put in place. Similar pieces of wood to the existing panels will be required. 

2 hours to contruct, 1 hour to paint (undercoat and 2 x top coat)

3 hours = £45 plus materials.

Other work

5 / Bench by village sign

Additional work on bench by village sign. Remove green paint from sides of back slats and inside of leg brackets and some other green areas that are visible from the front or side. This is really an open-ended job as it is difficult to determine when the job is complete. Then paint second coat of Danish Oil.

4 hours = £60

6/ Smooth grass of village green

Dig up the grass immediately outside the Chinese takeaway where the ground is raised from traffic driving over it while the posts were missing. Smoothing this down would allow grass to grow here, allow it to be mown, remove a serious trip hazard and make it look much nicer.

1 hour = £15

7/ Parish noticeboard - pinboards

I would suggest that we remove the existing pinboards (they are only screwed in), and replace them with a piece of ply wood, with some cork floor tiles on.

Tiles cost £9.29 plus probably £10 for the plywood.

2 hours = £30

Total of around £50.

8/ Restore and Repaint PC pinboard

Full rub down and restore external surface of PC noticeboard. Repaint the lettering in White.

3 hours = £45 (paint insignificant)

9/ Demolition of old stable building on Community Orchard land

I have inspected this building and consider it to be unsafe for the public to enter in its current state. I also think it would be uneconomic to attempt to repair it to a safe and secure state.

To demolish it and burn the wood on site, I would need to employ a helper who charges the same as me.

This would include the demolition to ground level of main building and lean-tos and burning of wood on site, and tidying of fire-site afterwards.

This WOULD NOT INCLUDE the following:

· removal of metal roof sheeting – this may well have a residual value and it may be possible to engage a scrap metal dealer to remove it for free

· removal of any other materials discovered which are not safely burnable

· removal of concrete floor

       4 days work = £480

Before this work starts, some investigation would be required with the current owner regarding the status of the electricity supply to the light above the main door. This must be disconnected before demolition.
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